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“Four Corners” Pelham Manor 

 The area generally referred to as "Four Corners," at the intersection of Boston Post Road 

and Pelhamdale Avenue, is an historically- and architecturally-significant composition of early 

20th century retail stores, residential apartments, a prominent neo-gothic stone church and 

extensive open space and parkland.  Adjoining the area are residential neighborhoods of 

"Pelham Manor Heights" and "Prospect Hill," which contain a rich collection of well-preserved, 

architecturally-significant homes in a variety of late-19th and early-20th century styles. 

The Boston Post Road & Pelhamdale Avenue 

 The Boston Post Road in Pelham is an historically significant transportation route.  Built 

in 1800 by the Westchester Turnpike Company, the road shortened and improved the route 

between New York and Boston, replacing the original Post Road that ran further north in 

Pelham (along the present day Colonial Avenue in Pelham and Kings Highway in New Rochelle).   

The charter was one of the first granted in the country to a private turnpike company to 

improve the new nation’s system of roads in an age of increasing stagecoach travel.  Among the 

directors of the Westchester Turnpike Company were Gabriel Furman, Philip Pell and John 

Peter deLancey.   As most turnpike companies began to fail with the arrival of the railroad, 

Pelham’s Boston Post Road was taken over by the county in 1867 and the turnpike company 

was dissolved.  It later became part of US Route 1, the Atlantic Coastal Highway, which would 

become the primary transportation route from Maine to Florida, prior to the creation of the 

interstate highway system in the 1950s.i   

 Pelhamdale Avenue was originally little more than a cow path in Pelham.  But with the 

arrival of the railroad in Pelham in the late nineteenth century and the development of Pelham 

into a residential suburb to New York City, Pelhamdale Avenue became the principal north-

south road through the town, connecting from the Long Island Sound at the south end to the 

Pelham train station at its most northern point.  A trolley was built in 1898 that ran until 1937 

along Pelhamdale Avenue to Four Corners where it turned onto the Boston Post Road.  The 

trolley was the basis for the “Toonerville Trolley” in Fontaine Fox’s cartoon series “Toonerville 

Folks.”ii 

 As an intersection of a major transportation route and a primary local road, Four 

Corners became the most prominent intersection in the Village of Pelham Manor and a natural 

location for some of the most significant buildings in the community. 

Huguenot Memorial Church (Southwest Corner) 

 The intersection had long been the location of the town’s Presbyterian Church 

(originally called “The Centenary and Huguenot Memorial Forest First Presbyterian Church” or, 
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more commonly, the “Little Red Church”) built in 1876 on the southwest corner.   After the 

church was built, the intersection was for the next several decades locally referred to as “Red 

Church Corners.”  In 1917, the congregation built the current Neo-Gothic Style building re-

named “Huguenot Memorial Church,” constructed of local granite and graduated slate roof.  

The building was sympathetically expanded in 1929 to add the narthex.  Another building was 

built in 1931 in the same Neo-Gothic style to house classrooms, offices, large gathering hall 

with stage and a kitchen.  In 1965 the two buildings were joined together with the addition of a 

library and rear foyer to comprise the 35,000 square foot complex that now occupies the site.iii  

 Huguenot Memorial Church represents an outstanding example of Neo-Gothic 

architecture with its overall irregular massing and composition of elements, consisting of:  the 

main sanctuary with steeply- pitched gable roof with graduated slate and prominent pointed 

arch window with gothic limestone tracery in the gable end and six lancet windows on the side 

elevations; a smaller chapel wing with similar gothic details; and a prominent tower element 

that unites the overall building.  The building retains all of its original integrity and includes 

important stained glass windows, including a chancel window above the altar by Clement 

Heaton and pointed arch window by Henry Lee Willet, Willet Studios (1946) in the narthex 

gable facing Boston Post Road.  The 1931 extension was completed in a conforming style and 

materials with steel casement and leaded glass panel windows.  

 The building complex has served not only as one the community’s most significant 

religious institutions, but as a cultural center for the town.  Huguenot Nursery School, a 

separate not-for-profit entity, operates a non-sectarian pre-school during the week that, since 

its founding in 1992, has launched the education and socialization of thousands of children 

prior to entry into the elementary school grades. Prior to this, other pre-schools used the space 

and at one time the space was used by the Pelham School District for public school classrooms 

to alleviate over-crowding, consistent with the church’s articles of formation that specified that 

the facilities be used as a day school.iv  The church’s hall also functions as a gymnasium used for 

town recreational programs and community-wide social events. 

 The church property also includes a Columbarium where the remains of many 

prominent local residents are interred.    One crypt contains a plaque in remembrance of the 

racehorse, “Secretariat,” which was owned by the Chenery Family, who lived in Pelham Manor 

(see below) and which was insured by the Timberlake Family (on whose crypt the plaque is 

located). 

Weihman Park 

 Adjoining the church to the west on Boston Post Road is “Martha Emmons Weihman 

Park,” an enclosed passive park with walking paths, native trees and recent hybrid perennial 
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plantings added as part of the park’s restoration in 2005.  The property was once the site of a 

late nineteenth century mansion owned by George M. Reynolds.  Sometime prior to 1920, it 

was converted into nine apartments.  After the building was destroyed by a fire in 1940, the 

Village of Pelham Manor acquired the property to prevent its redevelopment into an apartment 

building.  The village mayor at the time explained to the local newspaper that: 

“The board of trustees saw fit to purchase this property to make sure that it will never 

be used for the construction of an apartment house … It is on the easterly edge of the 

apartment house zone, and adjacent to the Huguenot Memorial Church, and remains 

one of the last threats against the zoning ordinance in the village.”v 

Clifford T. Weihman donated the funds for landscaping the property and the village dedicated the new 

park in memory of his first wife, Martha Emmons Weihman (1894-1940).  Clifford T. Weihman was a 

Pelham Manor resident who owned a vegetable oil import business and was on the board of managers 

and was the vice-president and then president of the New York Produce Exchange.  He also served as 

President of the Mount Vernon Hospital.vi 

 A restoration of the park was undertaken in 2005 with funds raised by the Junior League of 

Pelham.   The work included a new fence on the outer perimeter of the park and new paths, benches 

and seating, landscaping and an irrigation system. 

 

Shopping Center (Southeast Corner)  

 Most of the Village of Pelham 

Manor is located more than a mile 

from the downtown commercial area 

of the neighboring Village of Pelham.  

Four Corners, at the center of Pelham 

Manor, became a natural location for 

shops in this pedestrian-oriented 

community.  The location on a major 

regional transportation route further 

supported the growth of this retail 

shopping area.  

 The Tudor Revival shopping center at 4662-4676 Boston Post Road represents a very 

early, free-standing commercial “shopping center” (perhaps one of the first in the country).  

This self-contained strip of stores with private off-street parking was started in 1931 by a local 

resident and designed by the NYC firm of Bowden & Russell.vii   The building was later expanded 

in the 1940s by a most surprising owner. 
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 Joseph P. Kennedy had returned in 1940 from his position as Ambassador to the Court 

of St. James and in 1946 his son, John F. Kennedy, was elected to Congress.  The following year, 

Joseph P. Kennedy took out two building permits in August and 

December (listing his address as “Hyannis, Massachusetts”) to 

expand the Four Corners Shopping Center in Pelham Manor.  He 

retained James E. Casale as architect.   These expansions added the 

wing that runs along Pelhamdale Avenue (now 902-904-910 

Pelhamdale Avenue) and another wing at the east end of the 

complex (substantially remodeled in the 1990s to accommodate a 

new CVS at 4760 Boston Post Road). viii  The building appears to have 

been sold in parts, with one section sold by Kennedy in 1948, but 

with another deed showing a sale by Rose F. Kennedy as trustee in 

1949.  (After the sale, another building permit application was made 

in 1949 by the subsequent owner to expand the complex, but 

appears not to have been executed.ix)  

 

 With the exception of the CVS alterations and replacement of the upper story windows 

in the principal building, the shopping center retains much of its original integrity, including 

slate roof, half-timbered and stucco exterior, high, elaborate chimneys and glass block, 

rounded-arch transoms and doors on some of the store fronts.  Its shopping concept as a 

distinct strip with its own off-street parking represents one of the earliest prototypes for what 

would become a ubiquitous building form in post-war America. 

James E. Casale 

An Italian born architect 

who designed large movie 

theaters, including the 

Polk Theatre, Lakeland 

Florida (1928)(now listed 

on the National Register 

of Historic Places), Butler 

Penn Theatre, Butler, 

Pennsylvania (1938) and 

Britton Theatre, Tampa 

Florida (1956). 
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 The shopping center directly across the street from this complex at 4767-4787 Boston 

Post Road is a mid-century modern example of the same type of development.   Built in 1951, 

this strip mall is described by Frank Sanchis in his definitive work, Westchester County 

Architecture, as designed by architect S.S. Kessler with “very dramatic, slanting fins repeated 

the length of the building.”x 

  

 

 

The “Pelham Arms” Apartments (Northeast Corner) 

 With the economic boom of the 1920s, the Town of Pelham was under increased 

pressure to change its zoning laws to allow for more high-rise apartments.  Most of these 

efforts were rebuffed (such as a proposal to allow for high-rise apartments along the low-scale 

residential streets of Pelhamdale Avenue and Esplanade) and, consistent with good planning 

principles that are being reinvigorated today, nearly all of the higher-rise apartment buildings 

that were allowed were built on the commercial strip of Fifth Avenue and Wolfs Lane in the 

Village of Pelham within walking distance of the train station and along the trolley line that then 

existed on Boston Post Road.   One outlier from these clusters is the apartment building at the 

corner of Pelhamdale Avenue and Boston Post Road, known as the “Pelham Arms” when it was 

built in 1925. 

 “Pelham Arms” was designed by the prominent and notable New York City architectural 

firm of Townsend, Steinle & Haskell,xi  whose prolific work includes many high-rise apartment 

buildings throughout Manhattan, the most significant of which may be “The Kenilworth,” at 151 

Central Park West, an elaborate beaux arts brick and limestone built in 1907.  In Westchester, 

the other known designs by the firm are “The Scarswold” and “The Cragwold,” built in 1926 in 

Scarsdale.  Ralph S. Townsend, The firm’s principal and first-name partner, the son of a builder 

by the same name, began his practice as early as 1880, designing “The Portsmouth” at 38-44 W. 
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9th Street (between Fifth and Sixth Avenues) in 1882, “The 

Hampshire” at 46-50 W.9th Street the following year and 329-

337 W. 85th Street (between West End and Riverside) in 1890.  

In 1892, Townsend designed the original Hotel Savoy on Fifth 

Avenue at Grand Army Plaza (predecessor to McKim Mead & 

White’s  Savoy-Plaza Hotel demolished in 1960 to make way for 

the GM Building that now occupies the site at 767 Fifth Avenue).  

William Cook Haskell joined Townsend in 1897, later followed by 

Charles Albert Steinle in 1903 when the partnership was formed.  

William R.H. Martin became a significant client of the firm with 

commissions including a “bachelor hotel” at 34 W. 35th Street 

(1899),xii the Martin Building at Broadway & 31st Street (1910), 

the Trowmart Inn at Hudson & W. 12th Street and the Martin 

Home at 122-124 E. 38th Street and stable 149 E. 38th Street.  

 The Pelham Arms consisted of 40 apartments, 19 in the 

west wing and 21 in the east wing each with a separate entrance 

and elevator, but with a common basement and 

superintendent’s apartment.  The building is 200 feet long and 

40 feet wide, constructed of steel and concrete with a flat roof 

and eight-foot parapets to give the appearance of a gable.  The 

first residents of the building include the names of prominent 

Pelham families, with local social notices reporting residents 

entertaining for bridge and tea, sailing for Bermuda, serving as 

leaders of local social clubs and organizations and “wintering” 

and “summering” at elite locales.   Among these earliest 

residents were Mr. & Mrs. Charles M. Chenery, parents of 

Christopher Chenery and grandparents of “Penny” Chenery Tweedy who also lived in Pelham 

Manor and later became the owners of the racehorse, Secretariat.xiii 

 The building was converted from rental apartments to a co-operative in 1983, lightly 

renovated (including replacement of windows) and organized as an LLP and re-named “Schuyler 

Park” in 1986. 

 Designed in the Tudor Revival Style, the building retains much of its original integrity, 

including brick facades with limestone bands and stucco and half-timbered gables.  The twin 

entrances are highly articulated with limestone surrounds, quoining and stone armorial plaques 

depicting a stylized variation on the original 1694 Pell Family Coat of Arms (in recognition of the 

Some of the other work of 
Townsend, Steinle & Haskell 

 
Hotel at W. 34

th
 Street for Victoria 

Hotel Company (1898) 
 
Hotel Churchill, 252 W. 76

th
 Street 

(between Broadway & West End 
Avenues) (1903) 
 
43-49 Bleeker Street for Harry 
Chaffee (1906) 
 
1261 Broadway (1909) 
 
Ball Realty Company Building, Fifth 
Avenue & 35

th
 Street (1910) 

 
The Emporis, 640 West End 
Avenue at 91

st
 Street (1911) 

 
190-194 Riverside Drive at 91

st
 

Street (1911) 
 
122 W. 27

th
 Street (1913) 

 
Rogers Peet Building, 479 Fifth 
Avenue (at 41

st
 Street) (1914) 

 
Ditson Building, Tremont Street, 
Boston, Mass. (1918) 
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original founders of Pelham).  Interior apartments are largely unchanged and contain hard-

wood floors, French panel plaster walls, original doors, hardware and woodwork.      

 

Advertisement from The New York Times, August 20, 1925, p. 19 
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Police Booth & Park (Northwest Corner) 

 A small stucco structure with a green barrel tile roof stands sentinel at the northwest 

corner where it has since at least c. 1920.  This quaint old police booth was constructed to give 

shelter to the police officer who directed traffic at the Four Corners intersection in the years 

before there were many cars -- much less a traffic light.  For many of those early years John 

“Mack” McCormack was the officer in charge.  His happy demeanor earned him the nick-name 

of “the smiling cop.”  So far and wide was Mack’s reputation that his demeanor earned him a 

cameo appearance in a 1921 Frank Lloyd film, “The Invisible Hand,” in a scene filmed on the 

Boston Post Road in Pelham Manor. 

Pelham Sun, March 17, 1922, p. 5. 

 

 Mack was as a permanent a fixture on the corner as the extant police booth is now, 

serving there for 12 years until 1928.  With the installation of a traffic light in 1926, his duties 

were assumed by a machine.  A 1928 Pelham Sun article announced his retirement: 

Motorists who frequent the Boston Road, school children who pass the intersection of 
Pelhamdale avenue and the Boston Road, and residents of Pelham Manor who have regarded 
'Mack' as a permanent fixture at the Red Church Corner will miss the cheery smile of the 
policeman who directs traffic after Wednesday, when Traffic Officer John McCormack and 
Motorcycle Officer Edward G. Skiff leave the police department to engage in private detective 
work.  Monday night the Village Board granted the pair leave of absence of one year, and also 
two weeks' vacation. 

'Mack' needs no introduction to Pelham.  As firmly stationed in the hearts of Pelham Manor 
residents as the 'Toonerville Trolley' the genial Hibernian has made many friends in his twelve 
years service.  There is none better known among the blue coated traffic directors than 
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McCormack.  From millionaire to delivery clerk he has a cheery greeting and a pleasant word of 
direction for all, and has established an enviable record as a peace officer in serving the village.  
His new work will not be strange to McCormack as he has had several years' experience in that 
line before joining the Pelham Manor force and during his service with the village has been 
material in the detecting of several criminal ventures.  He is a keen observer, and has made 
many important captures while stationed at the Red Church Corner. 

The Pelham Sun, Oct. 15, 1926, p. 16, “Blinking Lights to Replace Mack's Smile.” 

 When no longer used for stationing a full-time policeman, the police booth continued in 

use by police until the [1970s].  The booth is situated in an extensive park space that runs from 

Pelhamdale Avenue west to the Esplanade.   This open space together with Weihman Park on 

the opposite side of the street create a strong rural wooded environment along this historic 

transportation route. 

 West of this park in the center median of the Esplanade, an original stone mile marker 

from the historic Boston Post Road is preserved and identified by an inlaid bronze plaque that 

reads:   “This mile stone was originally erected in 1804 to mark the distance of 17 miles from 

New York City Hall by way of the new Boston Post Road.  This monument was re-erected by the 

Daughters of American Revolution Knapp Chapter Pelham New York April 30, 1937.” 

Adjoining Areas 

 Historic neighborhoods border the Four Corners area in every direction.  To the north, in the 

"Pelham Manor Heights" neighborhood, Monterey Avenue contains a spectacular Shingle Style home 

with a grand neo-classical portico as well as outstanding early-20th Italian Renaissance Revival and 

Tudor Revival homes.  All of these homes are of significant state and national architectural, historic and 

cultural value.  

 One block west of Pelhamdale Avenue, to the north and south of the Boston Post Road, the 

Esplanade is lined with some of Westchester County's grandest homes built during the early 20th 

Century.  The Manor Club is located one block south at 1023 Esplanade.  The building is listed on both 

the New York State and National Register of Historic Places.  Built in 1921 by the well-known architect 

William H. Orchard, the Manor Club holds an important place in Pelham’s history and growth, serving as 

a cultural center of the community for nearly a century.  The Manor Club currently stands as the largest 

‘historic’ structure in Pelham Manor.  In fact, it was considered so well built, it was chosen for the 

billeting plans for evacuation purposes during World War II.  The Manor Club’s surprisingly large 

Auditorium seats 332 and, in addition to weekly Club events, has been a home in Pelham for successful 

children’s theater productions, charity events, concerts and recitals.  Many of our street names are 

reminder of the Club’s founders: Black, Secor, Randall, Witherbee and Grant.  These founding women 

were the backbone for the success of the Manor Club which gave Pelham popular cultural status which 

drew people from all over. 
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 Just a few houses south of Four Corners 

is the historic home at 964 Pelhamdale, a 

structure of historical significance where The 

Taft School began in 1890, when Mrs. Clifford 

Black hired Horace Taft to educate her sons.  

The home was later the home of a crusading 

District Attorney and then a significant American 

artist.  Today, the house is well-preserved 

architecturally, retaining many of the original 

windows through which peered the first 

students and original teachers in this now 

important American educational institution. 

 The area to the southwest of Four 

Corners is the Pelham Country Club, a vast open 

green space that extends south to beyond 

Interstate-95. 

  

About 964 Pelhamdale 
1890-93:  One of the country's premier prep 

schools, The Taft School, began here with a starting 

class of 17 boys, expanding for several years before 

moving to its current location in Watertown, 

Connecticut.  

1910-1915:  The home of New York District 

Attorney Charles A. Perkins, who prepared over 

75,000 indictments and successfully prosecuted 

cases against the corruption of Tammany Hall.   

1915-23:  "After Whistler, I don't know any 

American painter more original and personal than 

Walter Beck," is how one art critic from the 1920s 

described the artist who made 964 Pelhamdale his 

home and studio.  Otto Walter Beck moved from 

his native Ohio and, in 1897, he married Caroline 

Perkins (sister of D.A. Charles Perkins).  Beck took 

the New York art world by storm. His paintings 

were widely exhibited, including at the 

Smithsonian Museum (which later acquired them).  

Beck discovered a revolutionary form of painting 

(which he called the “starch-film technique”) in his 

basement studio at 964 Pelhamdale and later 

experimented here with landscape design before 

starting the famous Innisfree Gardens in Millbrook, 

New York. 
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Four Corners Shopping Center from corner of 

Boston Post Road & Pelhamdale Avenue 
Four Corners Shopping Center (north elevation) 

  
East wing built 1941 by Joseph Kennedy and 

substantially altered in 1990s 
West wing (facing Pelhamdale Avenue) built in 

1941 by Joseph Kennedy 

  
One of the storefronts along Boston Post Road Detail of chimney, roof and gable facing Boston 

Post Road 
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Police Booth at northwest corner of Boston Post 

Road & Pelhamdale Avenue 
Park land on north side of Boston Post Road 
between Pelhamdale Avenue & Esplanade 

  
Historic mile marker on north side of Boston Post 

Road at Esplanade 
Martha Emmons Weihman Park on south side of 

Boston Post Road at corner of Esplanade 

  
Entrance to Weihman Park from Esplanade View from southeast corner of Weihman Park 

looking toward northwest 
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Huguenot Memorial Church, southwest corner of 

Boston Post Road and Pelhamdale Avenue 
Huguenot Memorial Church office & classroom 

building (1931) on Pelhamdale Avenue 

  
1965 Extension uniting original 1917 building with 

1931 building 
Chime tower 

  
Entrance to Columbarium Remembrance plaque for “Secretariat” on the 

Timberlake Family crypt. 
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“Pelham Arms” (now “Schuyler Park”) Apartments 

(view from northwest of north façade) 
“Pelham Arms” (view from northeast of north 

façade) 

  
One of a pair of identical entrances to the building Stone armorial plaque showing stylized variation 

on 1694 Pell Coat of Arms 

  
Shopping Center 4767-4787 Boston Post road 

(view from southwest) 
Shopping Center 4767-4787 Boston Post Road 

(view from southeast) 
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